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MALDIVES 

Recorded adult per capita consumption (age 15+) 
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Note: Yearly data on spirits not available before 1993, thus total alcohol consumption has not been calculated for those years. 

Sources: FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations), World Drink Trends 2003 

Maldives is a strictly Muslim country with a ban on the consumption of alcohol. There is no particular 
legislation on alcohol, as it is controlled under the law of Islamic Shari’ah. The Ministry of Justice recorded 44 
cases of offences related to alcohol in 1998, 42 in 1999, 27 in 2000 and 46 in 2001 (source: Statistical Yearbook 
2002). Alcohol is available for non-Muslim residents or visitors through permits or licenses from the Ministry 
of Trade and Industries for importation of alcoholic beverages (unlimited amount) through a local authorized 
warehouse. In total there are some 3–4 warehouses that supply the resorts also.1 

Traditional alcoholic beverages 
The local brew is raa, a sweet toddy tapped from the crown of the palm trunk.2 

Country background information 

Total population 2003 318 000 Life expectancy at birth (2002) Male 66.5 
Adult (15+) 184 440       Female 65.6 

% under 15 42 Probability of dying under age 5 per 1000 (2002) Male 38  

Population distribution 2001 (%)   Female 43 
Urban 28 Gross National Income per capita 2002 US$ 2090 

Rural 72 In Maldives, approximately 100% of the population are Muslim. 

Sources: Population and Statistics Division of the United Nations Secretariat, World Bank World Development Indicators database, The 
World Factbook 2003, The World Health Report 2004 
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Alcohol Control Policies in the South-East Asia Region — Selected Issues

MALDIVES
Alcohol consumption is prohibited in Maldives for Maldivian citizens and 
punishable under Shari’ah law. However, its import for tourist trade is 
permitted. Foreigners (diplomats) residing in Maldives, are given special 
permits for consumption of alcohol on the inhabited islands such as Malé 
but are forbidden from serving alcohol to local Maldivians. 

There is no local production of beer, wine and spirits.

Alcohol is permitted to be sold only in “resorts” for which a licence is 
required; elsewhere, on any inhabited island (including Malé), it is strictly 
forbidden, by law.  There is full enforcement of existing sales restrictions. 
The total ban on sale of alcohol is enforced by the police; when visitors 
arrive into the country, they are informed that the import/consumption of 
alcohol is prohibited. Penalties imposed for non-compliance are fines and 
imprisonment. 

No alcohol advertising is allowed. No alcohol sponsorship and promotion 
is allowed. Advertising and sponsorship restrictions are fully enforced. 
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There is no information in the WHO Global InfoBase. Other Studies or reports 

meeting the inclusion criteria for this review also were not found 



 




