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“Inadequate sanitation,
hygiene and water result not
only in more sickness and
death, but also in higher
health costs, lower worker
productivity, lower school
enrolment and retention
rates of girls, and perhaps
most importantly, the denial
of the rights of people to live
in dignity.”

Gro Harlem Brundtland, Director
General WHO, and Carol Bellamy,
Executive Director UNICEF,
Foreword to the WHO/UNICEF
Global Water Supply and Sanitation
2000 Report
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Ministries of health should:

� link disease surveillance
and environmental
surveillance
programmes;

� stimulate and support
epidemiological research
and economic analysis
related to water supply,
sanitation and hygiene;
and

� improve information
management and
communication
programmes…all as
tools for advocacy.
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“In addition to employing
strategies of advocacy and
partnerships, health
authorities in particular
must take action to ensure
inter-programme
collaboration, where water
supply and sanitation
concerns intersect with
programmes for disease-
prevention and control,
primary health care and
healthy settings, infants’
and children’s health, and
women’s health and gender
equity”.

Dr Uton Muchtar Rafei, Regional
Director SEARO, in his World Water
Day 2001 message.

1 www.worldwaterday.org/2001/disease/index.html
2 Drinking Water Surveillance Programmes in the South-East Asia Region: Updated
Situation Assessment and Recommendations for Future Activity Guy Howard and Kathy
Pond WHO SEARO 2002

3 Arsenic in Drinking Water WHO Fact Sheet No. 210 Revised May 2001. Bulletin of World
Health Organisation, Vol 78 (9) page 1098

4 WHO/UNICEF, Global Water Supply and Sanitation Assessment 2000 Report, Geneva
5 ibid

6 Water, Waste and Well Being: A Multicountry Study, Steven A. Esrey, American Journal of
Epidemiology, 1996, Vol 143, No.6

7 Note on the Health Impact of Water and Sanitation Services, L. Vaz, P. Jha, WHO Commission
on Macroeconomics and Health, paper No. WG5:23.

The WHO Commission on
Macroeconomics and Health
found that educating people
about the importance of
handwashing resulted in
reductions in disease
prevalence between 30 and
48 per cent.

The Commission also
established that
handwashing can reduce
morbidity by between 27
and 89 per cent.7
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