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Malaria remains a major public health problem in the South-East Asia
Region. The disease burden and economic loss due to the disease is
enormous. With 40% of the global population at risk of malaria residing in
the South-East Asia Region, malaria remains a major health concern. Itis
estimated that 252 million people are at risk of contracting Plasmodium
falciparum, which kills, whereas 1347 million are at risk of contracting
Plasmodium vivax. P. vivax causes relapsing malaria and in some
circumstances may also result in severe manifestations and even
deaths.

The epidemiology of malaria is dynamic and profoundly affected by rapid
socio-ecological changes. In the light of climate change, which is already threatening large sections of the
world's population, especially those who reside in developing countries, the spread of malaria as well as other
vector-borne diseases is highly unpredictable. Fluctuating temperatures affect the life-cycle of mosquito
vectors and malaria parasites. It is anticipated that malaria will spread considerably beyond its normal
geographical boundaries due to climate change. Areas where malaria has been eliminated could experience
outbreaks unless health systems are efficient enough to detect and prevent the epidemics and mitigate this
impact. The South-EastAsia Region is home to drug-resistant P. falciparum malaria. The resistant parasites are
spreading in all directions to other areas of the world. This has in turn threatened the control of this disease
globally.

Member States in the Region successfully commemorated the first World Malaria Day in 2008. With
concerted efforts made by malaria-endemic countries around the world, global partners and the World Health
Organization, we have seen a significant increase in coverage of key interventions such as long-lasting
insecticidal nets (LLINs) and artemisinin-based combination therapy (ACT). Several countries such as Bhutan,
India and Thailand are observing a downward trend of malaria, while DPR Korea and Sri Lanka are aiming for
total malaria elimination. In 2008, Member States of the SEA Region participated in the development of the
Global Malaria Action Plan (GMAP). The GMAP has articulated clearly what needs to be done and how partners
can collectively go forward to meet short-, medium- and long-term goals. Thus, 2010 will be an important yearin
the history of malaria control.

The decade 2000-2010 is the decade of “rolling back malaria” and Member States have committed to
halving the global malaria burden by 2010. The South-East Asia Revised Malaria Control Strategy (RMCS) that
was endorsed by the Sixtieth Regional Committee in 2007 clearly articulates this goal, and outlines the
strategies that countries in this Region would need to implement in order to achieve the set goals. The RMCS
includes scaling up of key interventions, application of multisectoral approaches, healthy public policies, reform
of programme management and other initiatives. Malaria control cannot be achieved without the full
participation of the community, governments and non-government sectors, and other partners.

Today, World Malaria Day, is when we start counting down to 2010. We have exactly 614 days to achieve
the targets.
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