Malaria Situation in South-East Asia Region: Country Reports

Bangladesh

Malaria has been a major public health problem in Bangladesh.
Approximately 33.6% of the total population is at risk of malaria
with a majority of cases reported from 13 of the 64 districts in
the country. Malaria cases are grossly under-reported due to
shortcomings in surveillance and information.

The country is reporting an average of 50,000 confirmed
malaria cases with nearly 70% of Pf cases (killer malaria)
and 450 malaria deaths annually. Case finding is very poor
with <2% of the population at risk of malaria screened every
year. In 2008, with the support of the Global Fund enhanced
surveillance and case finding activities including vector control
through bednets and treatment through ACTs resulted in a high
increase in lab confirmed cases and a significant decrease in
probable malaria cases and malaria deaths. The malaria control
programme is promoting LLINs & ITNs amongst the community
as a vector control measure in these areas which has increased
significantly in recent years. A total of 2.57 million bednets
(LLINS + ITNs) were distributed and 6.42 million people covered
by it. However, its coverage in high endemic districts ranges between 40% to 63%.

Reported malaria incidence
(confirmed cases) and malaria mortality
in Bangladesh, 2000 - 2008
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Programme goals and targets

To reduce malaria morbidity and mortality until the disease is
no longer a public health problem in the country.

Baseline
Targets data in
2005
To provide early diagnosis and prompt
treatment (EDPT) with effective drugs 40% 80%
to 80% of malaria patients
To provide effective malaria prevention 8 o
to 80% of population at risk 2 Gl
To strengthen malaria epidemiological 60% 100%

surveillance system
To establish Rapid Response Team
(RRT) at national and district levels

and increase preparedness and 80% 100%
response capacity for containment of

outbreaks

To promote community participation,

and strengthen partnership with private 25% 80%

sector and NGOs for malaria control

Partners and donors
WHO

World Bank

Global Fund

BRAC and 14-member NGO Consortium

Four local NGOs in Chittagong Hill Tract (CHT)
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