Malaria Situation in South-East Asia Region: Country Reports

DPR Korea

Malaria was eradicated from DPR Korea in 1970s. However, it
was re-introduced in the country through the southern border
in 1998 as malario-genic conditions persist there in the form
of epidemics. A substantial increase in malaria incidence was
seen in all seven provinces and two municipalities. Currently,
50% of the population of DPR Korea is at risk. May to October is
the peak transmission period. Only P. vivax malaria is prevalent
with around 16,989 cases reported in 2008. However, the
confirmative diagnosis rate is very low. IRS and ITNs are used as
a vector control measure along with early diagnosis and prompt
treatment. In high risk areas, mass treatment with Primaquine
was observed to prevent and control malaria. The country is
showing good progress in malaria control and there has been a
steep decline in confirmed malaria cases as well as in probable
malaria cases enabling country to reach the pre-elimination
phase. Malaria control is financed mainly by the government
and the International Red Cross Federation.
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Programme goals and targets

Reduction in malaria morbidity until the disease is no longer
a public health problem in the country.

Baseline
Targets

data in 2005

To reduce the morbid-
ity by 30%of the rate in 0.98 / 1000 0.67/ 1000
2005
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