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B. Objectives, Agenda, Participants and Programme

General Objective

Specific objectives

Agenda

Participants Annex 9

Programme overview Annex1

To obtain consensus from SEAR countries to implement a regional strategy for
community-based integrated vector management (IVM) using participatory
approaches.

1. To capitalize on lessons learnt from country IVM experiences
and success stories, and

2. To discuss and finalize a draft framework for joint implementation
of IVM in SEAR.

1. Introduction of topic and of participants
2. Country presentations on lessons learnt from integrated, multi

sectoral approaches to manage disease vectors.
3. Introduction and discussion on IVM strategy and synergies with

integrated pest management (IPM)
4. Preparation of a draft action plan for implementation of IVM in SEAR

(working groups)
5. Evaluation of the workshop.

(For the detailed List of Participants see )

The workshop mobilized close to 100 persons, with over 50 participants
attending the workshop during the four days. Amongst them were 28 official
country representatives; 5 environmental, 15 agricultural and 24 health
professionals; 2 representatives of FAO and 6 representatives of WHO.

A total of 48 farmers (15 women and 30 men), helped organize the field exercise
and carry out the agroecosystem analysis. Their contribution was key to the
success of this workshop.

(For the detailed Programme see )

Day Topic Location

18.12 am Country presentations
18.12 pm Working groups on country situations
19.12 am Presentation of group work
19.12 pm Presentation of group work and travel to

Tiruchirapalli

VCRC
Puduchery

20.12 am Field exercise in agroecosystem analysis
20.12 pm Working groups
21.12 am Presentation of group work
21.12 pm Conclusions and recommendations

Tiruchirapalli
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Annex 9: CONTACT DETAILS OF PARTICIPANTS AND ORGANISERS

BANGLADESH

BHUTAN

Email:

1. Mr Md. Rabiul Hoque Mazumder
Horticulturist
Integrated Quality Horticulture Development Project
Ministry of Agriculture, Shasangacha, Comilla,
Tel. 882-081-61055 (Mob. # 0171-2717526)
Email:

2. Dr Selina Khatun
Medical Officer
Department of Entomology
Institute of Epidemiology, Disease Control and Research
Mohakhali, Dhaka
Tel. # + 00-880-192022847
Email:

3. Mr Penden Dorji
Research Assistant (Malaria)
General Hospital, VDCP
Sarpang
Tel. # + 1760959

4. Mr Sangay Chedup
Medical Technician (Malaria)
General Hospital, VDCP
Sarpang
Tel. # + 06-365127

5. Dr T Wangchuk
Programme Officer
VBDC Programme
Ministry of Health, Thimphu
Tel. # + 06-251012
Email:

6. Mr Doe Doe
Plant Pathologist
Ministry of Agriculture, Thimphu
Tel. # + 00-975-2-351016

;

rabiulhoque1964@yahoo.com

selina399@hotmail.com

pmvdcp@health.gov.bt
Wangchuk_53@yahoo.com

nppc@druknet.bt ddoe_chimi@yahoo.com
vdcp@druknet.bt.com
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Fulfilling the commitments

Committed to achieve the

In harmony with

Aware of

Noting

Aware

Conscious

of the Stockholm Convention on
Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) to which eight of the 11 SEAR Member
States are Parties to, notably to the development and implementation,
especially for women, children and the least educated, of educational and
public awareness programmes on POPs, as well as on their health and
environmental effects and on their alternatives.

);

aim of the World Summit on Sustainable
Development (WSSD), by 2020, that the use and production of chemicals are
done in ways that lead to the minimization of significant adverse effects on
human health and the environment, and by implementing the Strategic
Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM);

the mission statement of of the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity to which
nine of the SEAR Member States are Parties - which aims at achieving by
2010 a significant reduction of the current rate of biodiversity loss at the
global, regional and national levels as a contribution to poverty alleviation
and to the benefit of all life on Earth;

the need to prepare local communities to the potential increase in
the transmission from climate sensitive vector-borne diseases such as
malaria and dengue resulting of climate variability and climate change, as
reported by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC),
emphasizing the need for local adaptation to cope with this change;

the success and cost-effectiveness of the Farmer Field School
approach promoted by FAO and other agencies, aiming at implementing
Integrated Pest Management or IPM in agricultural systems by
strengthening farmers' skills in analysis and adaptive management of crop
health with the aim to increase productivity, while helping preserve
ecosystem integrity and encouraging the propagation of natural enemies of
pest species;

that the probable malaria cases in SEAR total 20 million and that the
current national vector control programmes only reach a minority of the
population who are at risk;

of the call in the Revised Malaria Control Strategy for SEAR
(2005), endorsed by all SEAR Member States in 2005, for reaching and

(Stockholm Convention on

Persistent Organic Pollutants, Article 10

Decision VI/26

2
The approach is a form of adult education, which evolved from the concept that

farmers learn optimally from field observation and experimentation. It was developed to help farmers

tailor their Integrated Pest Management (IPM) practices to diverse and dynamic ecological conditions. In

regular sessions from planting till harvest, groups of neighbouring farmers observe and discuss

dynamics of the crop's ecosystem. Simple experimentation helps farmers further improve their

understanding of functional relationships (e.g. pests-natural enemy population dynamics and crop

damage-yield relationships). In this cyclical learning process, farmers develop the expertise that

enables them to make their own crop management decisions. Special group activities encourage

learning from peers,

and strengthen communicative skills and group building.

is a knowledge-intensive and farmer-based management

approach that is based on four objectives: (1) grow healthy crop, (2) regular field observation, (3)

conservation of natural enemies, and (4) farmers become experts in their own field.

Farmer Field School

Integrated Pest Management or IPM
3

1
35

management was associated with lower anopheline mosquito densities, which
can potentially break the transmission cycle. This effect was not observed in the
long, rainy season. The role of agricultural use of insecticides on mosquito
dynamics needs further study. IPVM leads to an increase of up to 60% in the use
of bed nets. The team developed frameworks for monitoring project performance
and evaluation of project impact. Recurrent costs of the IPVM-FFS are
approximately $10 per graduated farmer.

The reduction of health risks in irrigated agriculture can be made more explicit in
the FFS curriculum. Health risks are not limited to vector-borne disease but
include harmful effects of pesticide use in agriculture, on occupational poisoning
and food safety. The mission recommended inclusion of exercises on self-
monitoring of signs and symptoms at acute pesticide poisoning into the IPVM-FFS
curriculum. The mission also recommended broadening the FFS activities to
include field walks in other crops grown by rice farmers.

The mission found that convergence between activities by the health and
agriculture sectors have come a long way, producing effective cross-sector
learning and a joint process of curriculum development. However, there is a need
to further enhance convergence. In particular, the roles and activities of the two
sectors could become better integrated. This can be achieved by district-level
workshops for all local stakeholders and by better synchronization of mosquito
surveys by the Anti-Malaria Campaign (AMC) with weekly IPVM-FFS activities to
allow for interaction with farmers resulting in mutual benefits.

The main challenge for AMC is to internalize IPVM into its own vector-borne
disease control strategy. In fact, AMC has started to adopt IPVM as a prevention
strategy in low transmission areas, and there is a possibility of extending this
strategy to intermediate transmission areas because of the demonstrated
synergistic effect between IPVM and bed net use.

Moreover, the current surveillance system of the AMC, aiming to detect early
warning signals of disease outbreaks to initiate action, is constrained by limited
human and financial resources. Surveillance could benefit from involving
communities and developing local capability on monitoring and evaluation as part
of an IPVM strategy. This would provide better coverage and intervals of data
collection, allowing the AMC to target their interventions (FFS or bed nets) more
accurately and in a timely manner. Community-based surveillance would also
enhance local project ownership and preventive actions taken by local people.

There was a strong overall consensus among the directors of AMC and
Environmental & Occupational Health (EOH), Ministry of Health of Sri Lanka,
WHO and FAO about the value of IPVM to involve local people in reducing and
evaluating health risks related to vector-borne diseases and chemical pesticides.
The sensitization of policy makers, particularly in the health sector, is a priority.
WHO-SEARO will support the production of a short video to publicize IPVM. The
Director EOH, who joined the mission team's field visits, will introduce IPVM at a
national session of the Health Development Committee meeting and hold a short
seminar on IPVM.

Curriculum

Convergence

Vector control

Next steps




