What is biosecurity?

The Avian Influenza virus is best transmitted
via direct contact with sick and/or dead
birds. Most human cases of Al have been
related to such close contacts.

Biosecurity includes the management of
all biological and environmental health
In the
context of this Manual, biosecurity

risks associated with food.

of a set of management
which,

collectively reduces the potential for the

consists

practices when followed,

transmission / spread of disease-
causing organisms - such as the Avian
Influenza virus -onto and between sites,
animals and humans.

Biosecurity comprises two main elements!
- bio-containment and bio-exclusion. Bio
containment refers to prevention of spread
of the virus from infected premises and
refers

bio-exclusion to measures to

exclude infectious agents from uninfected
ones.

Biosecurity has three major components'?:
» lsolation: refers to the confinement of
live animals within a controlled
environment.
includes both the
human traffic as well as the vehicular

» Traffic Control:

traffic within the controlled environment.

» Sanitation: addresses the cleanliness
and disinfection of materials, people
and equipment entering the controlled
environment.

In simple words, biosecurity is the normal
way to avoid unnecessary contact between
animals and microbes, infected animals
and healthy ones!3. Biosecurity also
applies to public health measures that will
reduce the contact between animals and

humans.
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Example: Biosecurity levels for rural/ urban husbandry practices'!.

biosecurity

A. Birds are
always kept in a
close building.

B. Birds have
access to a
fenced park.

C. Birds are let
free in the
farmyard.

D. Birds are let free
in and outside the
farmyard.

LOW

E. Birds go to rice

fields and come

back.
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