WORLD TB DAY
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We are witnessing an unprecedented response to TB globally in recent
years. | am greatly encouraged by the response that is being mounted by
Member States of the Region. National TB control programmes in the
Region have maintained the momentum in further expanding and
ensuring high-quality services for people with active tuberculosis. The
Region as a whole has achieved a case detection rate of 69%, having
reached and sustained a treatment success rate of over 87% since 2006.
TB case notifications are steadily rising due to both increasing detection
by national TB programmes and the involvement of other care providers.
Over two million TB patients are presently being registered for treatment
by national programmes every year.

There are, however, many challenges in sustaining the quality of TB services, while simultaneously pursuing the
implementation of the five additional components of the Stop TB strategy. While the focus on quality DOTS to
prevent the emergence of additional cases and particularly multidrug and extensively drug resistant TB must not
be lost, national TB control programmes must address the needs of those already affected by multidrug-resistant
TB and HIV-associated TB. This is a major concern not only for TB control programmes, but also for HIV
programmes. Both programmes therefore need to work closely together to address the needs of those dually
affected by TB and HIV.

Recognizing that national programmes and public health systems alone will not reach all those who require
diagnosis and treatment for TB, several thousand health-care providers from medical colleges, public and private
hospitals, private sector practitioners and nongovernmental organizations have been involved in supporting
national TB control programmes in delivering TB services. At the same time, Member countries are seeking
partnerships across borders to address common priorities for all communicable diseases, including TB. These
efforts need to be intensified to truly extend the reach and access to services for all population groups.

National TB programmes in all eleven countries of the Region continue to benefit from support from many
developmental and technical partners, including international financing initiatives. However, in order to increase
and sustain the progress made in responding to TB, we must align our agenda for responding to TB with the agenda
for strengthening health systems through the revitalized primary health care approach. We must recognize that
actions are required in multiple sectors, to address the social, cultural and economic dimensions that affect the
health of people, including those affected by TB. Last but not least, we must also recognize that we in this Region
have much to contribute by developing innovative strategies, through operational research and by making new
technologies work to our benefit.

simply must !



WORLD TB DAY

The observance of World TB Day on 24 March every year, is an occasion to think about the plight of those affected
by TB and to renew our commitment to address their needs. The regional theme for this year's World TB Day, “We
simply must stop TB”, is a compelling message for all of us and implies a shared responsibility for unified action at
all levels, by all health-care providers, national and international partners, and communities to contribute to the
efforts to control and finally eliminate TB.

Many efforts are indeed being made in these areas. However, much more needs to be done by all of us working
collectively to achieve the Millennium Development goals set for both TB and for health asa whole, by 2015.

S;nw& %uéajclg/

Dr Samlee Plianbangchang
Regional Director
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